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TREASURY SECRETARY SIMON SURVEYS ECONOMY 

ANNCR? 

TREASURY SECRETARY WILLIAM SIMON SAYS THE U.S. ECONOMY 
IS EXPANDING AT A HEALTHY RATE, AND HE SUPPORTS CONTINUING 
HELP TO NEEDY NATIONS--TO ENABLE THEM TO HELP THEMSELVES. 
VOA BUSINESS EDITOR FRANK FEINRERG HAS MORE ON MISTER SIMON'S 
REMARKS = 
VOICE: 

SECRETARY SIMON IS A PUBLIC OFFICIAL WHO STATES HIS VIEWS 
IN CLEAR, FORCEFUL LANGUAGE. HE IS CONSERVATIVE IN FISCAL AND 
MONETARY MATTERS. HE IS A STRONG ADVOCATE OF FREE ENTERPRISE, 
BALANCED GOVERNMENT BUDGETS, AND STRINGENT MEASURES TO COUNTER 
INFLATION. 

MISTER SIMON REITERATED TitESE VIEWS, AND ALSO COMMENTED 
ON SEVERAL INTERNATIONAL ECONOIIIC ISSUES MONDAY (9-20) IN AN 
INTERVIEW! WITH THE VOICE OF AMERICA CPRESS CONFERENCE USA). 

THE TREASURY SECRETARY SAID THE U.S. ECOHONY IS CONTINUING 
TO EXPAND. AND HE PREDICTED THAT CURRENT OUTLAYS FOR PLANT 
IMPROVEMENT--CAPITAL SPENDING--“'ILL HELP THE ECONOMY CONSIDERABLY 
THE REST OF THIS YEAR AND NEXT YEAR. MISTER SIMON ACKNOWLEDGED 
THAT THE NATIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT RATE OF NEARLY EIGHT PERCENT IS 
TROUBLESOME. HE CALLED IT THE BIGGEST DOMESTIC ECONOMIC PROBLEM, 
IN MISTER SIMON'S VIEW--A VIEW SUBSCRIBED TO BY THE FORD 
ADMINISTRATION GENERALLY--UNEMPLOYMENT AND INFLATION MUST BE 
DEALT WITH SIMULTANEOUSLY. MISTER SIMON SAID IF THE UNEMPLOYMENT 


RATE CAN BE REDUCED TO ABOUT FIVE PERCENT THIS WOULD BE A 
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REALISTIC FULL EMPLOYMENT LEVEL. HE OBSERVED THAT EIGHTY-EIGHT 
MILLION AMERICANS NOW ARE EMPLOYED. 

ON INTERNATIONAL MATTERS, THE U.S. TREASURY SECRETARY SAID 
AMERICA WILL MAINTAIN ITS RESPONSIBILITY IN MULTI-LATERAL AID 
PROGRAMS TO NEEDY NATIONS. HE SAID HE HAD WORKED LONG AND HARD 
TO ENSURE CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL FOR CONTINUING U.S. SUPPORT FOR 
THE WORLD BANK AND THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND. 

COPT) MISTER SIMON CONCEDED THAT HE DIFFERED AT TIMES WITH 
WORLD BANK PRESIDENT ROBERT MCNAMARA OVER HOW! FAST AID PROGRAMS 
SHOULD BE STEPPED UP. BUT HE SAID THEY AGREE ON THE NEED TO 
CONTINUE HELP TO NEEDY NATIONS--SO THAT THEY CAN SHARE MORE 
EQUITABLY IN AN ENLARGING WORLD ECONOMY, CEND OPT) 

MISTER SIMON SAID THE GOLD AUCTIONS BEING CONDUCTED BY 
THE MONETARY FUND ACCOMPLISd TWO THINGS: THEY RAISE MONEY FOR 
DEVELOPNENT LOANS. AND THE FUND'S LESSENING OF ITS GOLD RESERVES, 
HE REGARDS AS A POSITIVE MOVE IN DIMINISHING THE INFLUENCE OF 
GOLD IN INTERNATIONAL MONETARY AFFAIRS. 
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